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'Hope, Part II of a Mexican Trilogy' at LATC
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Part II of A Mexican Trilogy' (photo by Hector Cruz Sandoval).

Evalina Fernandez' retro family drama Hope, Part II of a Mexican Trilogy, is playing at Los Angeles
Theatre Center (LATC). Falling somewhere between Hairspray, West Side Story, and The Wonder Years,
Hope depicts the interpersonal relationships of the Garcia family as they are impacted by the major political
events of 1962. Director Jose Luis Valenzuela pits stark cold-war era images from the Cuban-Missile Crisis,
John F. Kennedy's presidency, the Vietnam War, and kitschy nuclear safety drill cartoons against a candy-
colored, sweetly sung theatrical context.

The ensemble flawlessly incorporates buttery, close-harmony songs from the 1950s and 1960s into their
performance while executing perceptible but subtle choreography. Esperanza America Ibarra and Sal Lopez
are cast standouts. Ibarra proves her range as a performer as Gina, a character that is widely different from
her recent and brilliant performance at LATC in The Vault. She has a commanding stage presence,
excellent comedic timing, and a strong singing voice. Lopez is subtle, seasoned, and compassionate in the
role of Enrique. His voice is atypical but beautiful and full of warmth.

While Fernandez' Hope characters lack compelling depth, this detail is largely overshadowed by capable
performances, direction, and high production value. Valenzuela crafts an aptly fragile atmosphere that is
perfectly suited to the instability of the family and political dynamics reflected in the plot -- he boldly frames
darkness and sentient shadows with lightness and delicacy. The play is aesthetically delightful, fun, and
intriguing with clever scenic design by Francois-Pierre Couture, discerning lighting by Cameron Mock, and
gorgeous period costuming by Raquel Barreto.

We have seen cheesy choreography totally ruin otherwise good musicals. Movement Coordinator Urbanie
Lucero's not only avoids this pitfall but gracefully enhances the show with subtle and tasteful gestures. Note
that Hope is part of a trilogy but works perfectly as a stand-alone play as well.

Hope, Part II of a Mexican Trilogy is playing at Los Angeles Theatre Center through November 20, 2011.
Tickets are $10 to $40 and available online, at the box office, or via phone at 866-811-4111.

Contact the author of this article or email tips@laist.com with further questions, comments or tips.
Mia Bonadonna in Arts & Entertainment on Nov 9, 2011 3:40 pm
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The Last Straw Awards 2011

By Joe Straw

This year has been a remarkable year for theatre in Los Angeles.  Scores
of theatregoers are leaving their commercialized TV programs at home
and rushing to see a living breathing body creating a moment, just a
few feet away, right here, live in Los Angeles.

This year I’ve witnessed some amazing productions with wonderful
actors filling the roles. And as the year progressed the productions just
got better and better.  I’ve observed over 40 productions and have seen
hundreds of actors and it is important to say their commitment to the
craft alone has been remarkable.    

Also, new theater venues are opening all over town. The new A Noise
Within Theatre in East Pasadena is absolutely magnificent.  And Casa
101’s new home is exquisite!  The Latino Theatre Company on Spring
Street is playing to capacity crowds and it has become quite the place to
see and be seen.  Also, The Blank Theatre and The Elephant Theatre are
producing wonderful new plays along theatre row in Hollywood.   

This year the presentation for The Last Straw Awards 2011 will be given
not only to actors, but to writers and directors as well.  This award puts
out the energy or notice of those who have given 110 percent of
themselves and their craft.  It is important to recognize the hard work
that went into these productions and in doing so here they are.

Actors

Luca Ellis – Hoboken to Hollywood – The Edgemar Centers of The
Arts

John Southwell – Breaker – Firehouse – The Whitefire Theatre
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Kamar de los Reyes – Robert Miranda – Firehouse – The Whitefire
Theatre

P.J. Ochlan – Angelo – The Comedy of Errors – A Noise Within
Theatre
Michael Stone Forrest – Egeon - The Comedy of Errors – A Noise
Within Theatre

Peggy Dunne – Margaret Hyman – Broken Glass – Pico Playhouse
Michael Bofshever – Phillip Gellburg _ Broken Blass – Pico
Playhouse

Jack Laufer – Harry the druggist – The Cradle Will Rock – The Blank
Theatre Company at the Stellar Adler Theatre.

Amad Jackson – Joseph Asagai – A Raisin In The Sun – Ebony
Repertory Theatre – Nate Holden Performing Art Center.
Kenya Alexander - Beneatha – A Raisin In The Sun – Ebony
Repertory Theatre – Nate Holden Performing Art Center.

Michelle Clunie – Abby – The Mercy Seat – Inside the Ford Theatre

Tanya Frederick – Sylvia – The Edgemar Center for The Arts
Tom Ayers – Tom and Phyllis – Sylvia – The Edgemar Center for The
Arts

Stephanie Ann Saunders – Natasha Rambova – Lavender Love –
Macha Theatre
Michelle Bernard – Evie Raven – Lavender Love – Macha Theatre

Dennis Christopher – Harry Hay – The Temperamentals – The
Blank Theatre
John Tartaglia – Bob Hull – The Temperamentals – The Blank
Theatre

F. Murray Abraham – Shylock – The Merchant of Venice – The
Broad Stage
Melissa Miller – Jessica – The Merchant of Venice – The Broad Stage
Christopher Randolph – Prince of Arragon – The Merchant of
Venice – The Broad Stage

Aaron Hendry – Tartuffe – Theatricum Botanicum
Ted Barton – Tartuffe – Theatricum Botanicum

Tara Karsian – Gertie - The Interlopers – Bootleg Theater
Darryl Stephens – Victoria – The Interlopers – Bootleg Theater
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A B O U T  M E

JOE STRAW

Film director/producer of Kill or Be
Killed and The Intruder.

javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://www.blogger.com/profile/14313537657109150294
javascript:void(0)
http://joestraw9.blogspot.com/search?updated-min=2014-01-01T00:00:00-08:00&updated-max=2015-01-01T00:00:00-08:00&max-results=20
javascript:void(0)
http://joestraw9.blogspot.com/search?updated-min=2013-01-01T00:00:00-08:00&updated-max=2014-01-01T00:00:00-08:00&max-results=50
javascript:void(0)
http://joestraw9.blogspot.com/search?updated-min=2012-01-01T00:00:00-08:00&updated-max=2013-01-01T00:00:00-08:00&max-results=50
javascript:void(0)
http://joestraw9.blogspot.com/search?updated-min=2011-01-01T00:00:00-08:00&updated-max=2012-01-01T00:00:00-08:00&max-results=42
javascript:void(0)
http://joestraw9.blogspot.com/2011_12_01_archive.html
http://joestraw9.blogspot.com/2011/12/last-straw-awards-2011.html
http://joestraw9.blogspot.com/2011/12/color-of-rose-by-kathrine-bates.html
http://joestraw9.blogspot.com/2011/12/short-eyes-by-miguel-pinero.html
javascript:void(0)
http://joestraw9.blogspot.com/2011_11_01_archive.html
javascript:void(0)
http://joestraw9.blogspot.com/2011_10_01_archive.html
javascript:void(0)
http://joestraw9.blogspot.com/2011_09_01_archive.html
javascript:void(0)
http://joestraw9.blogspot.com/2011_08_01_archive.html
javascript:void(0)
http://joestraw9.blogspot.com/2011_07_01_archive.html
javascript:void(0)
http://joestraw9.blogspot.com/2011_06_01_archive.html
javascript:void(0)
http://joestraw9.blogspot.com/2011_05_01_archive.html
javascript:void(0)
http://joestraw9.blogspot.com/2011_04_01_archive.html
javascript:void(0)
http://joestraw9.blogspot.com/2011_03_01_archive.html
javascript:void(0)
http://joestraw9.blogspot.com/2011_02_01_archive.html
javascript:void(0)
http://joestraw9.blogspot.com/2011_01_01_archive.html
javascript:void(0)
http://joestraw9.blogspot.com/search?updated-min=2010-01-01T00:00:00-08:00&updated-max=2011-01-01T00:00:00-08:00&max-results=45
javascript:void(0)
http://joestraw9.blogspot.com/search?updated-min=2009-01-01T00:00:00-08:00&updated-max=2010-01-01T00:00:00-08:00&max-results=24


6/11/2014 Joe Straw #9: The Last Straw Awards 2011

http://joestraw9.blogspot.com/2011/12/last-straw-awards-2011.html 3/6

Andrew Friedman – Charlie – Stones in His Pockets – Zephyr
Theatre
Jerry Richardson – Jake – Stones in His Pockets – Zephyr Theatre

Miriam Peniche – Estela – Real Women Have Curves – Casa 101

Thea Gill – Dusk Rings a Bell – The Blank Stage
Josh Randall – Dusk Rings a Bell – The Blank Stage

Peter Van Norden – Various Roles – The God of Isaac – Pico
Playhouse
Corryn Cummins – Shelly – The God of Isaac - Pico Playhouse

Kenny Suarez – Chris – Love Sick – The Elephant Theatre Company
Salvator Xuereb – Jeff – Love Sick – The Elephant Theatre Company

Lina Hall – Greta Garbo – Garbo’s Cuban Lover – Macha Theatre
Lisa Merkin – Salka Viertel – Garbo’s Cuban Lover – Macha Theatre

Geoff Elliott – Malvolio – Twelfth Night – A Noise Within

Salome Jens – Henrietta Szold – Daughter of My People – The Met
Theatre

Fergal McElherron – Dromio – The Comedy of Errors – The Broad
Stage
Cornelius Booth – Egeon – The Comedy of Errors – The Broad Stage

Jon Jon Briones – The Romance of Magno Rubio – Inside The Ford
Elizabeth Rainey – Clarabelle – The Romance of Magno Rubio –
Inside The Ford

Esperanza America Ibarra – Gina – Hope:  Part II of a Mexican
Trilogy – Latino Theatre Company
Sam Gozari – Rudy – Hope:  Part II of a Mexican Trilogy – Latino
Theatre Company
Dru Davis – Bobby – Hope:  Part II of a Mexican Trilogy – Latino
Theatre Company

Carl Crudup – Ice – Short Eyes – Urban Theatre Movement – Latino
Theatre Company
Donte Wince – El Raheem – Urban Theatre Movement – Latino
Theatre Company

Ensemble:

Producer/director theatre
in Los Angeles.
SAG/AFTRA, Hollywood
Chair of the EEOC
committee. Champion of

Diversity in movies and television.
Twitter: @joestraw9

VIEW  MY COMPLETE PROFILE
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The Romance of Magno Rubio - Written by Lonnie Carter
Jon Jon Briones                      Eymard Cabling                      Giovanni
Ortega
Muni Zano                              Ed Ramolete                            Erik Esteban
Elizabeth Rainey                     Vincent Reyes

Short Eyes – Written by Miguel Piñero
Miguel Amenyinu                   Carl Crudup                            Cris D’Annunzio
Darby Hinton                         Matthew Jaeger                      Jason Manuel
Olazabal
Daryl Anthony Harper           Matias Ponce                          Mark Rolston
David Santana                         Donte Wince                           Alex Alfaro
Jon Lance Dura                       Daniel Zornes

Hope:  Part II of a Mexican Triolgy – by Evelina Fernandez
Geoffrey Rivas                       Dyana Ortelli                          Sal Lopez
Esperanza America Ibarra       Sam Golzari                            Dru Davis
Olivia Cristina Delgado           Keith McDonald                    
                                   

Writers:
Pedro Antonio Garcia – Firehouse – Whitefire Theatre

Evelina Fernandez – Hope Part II of a Mexican Trilogy – The Latino
Theatre Company

Lonnie Carter – The Romance of Mango Rubio – Inside The Ford

Donald Freed – Devil’s Advocate – The Latino Theatre Company

Neil Labute – The Mercy Seat – Inside The Ford

Stephen Belber – Dusk Rings A Bell – The Blank Theatre

Directors:
Daniel Henning – Director – Dusk Rings a Bell – The Blank Theatre

Phylicia Rashad – Director – A Raisin In The Sun – Nate Holden
Performing Arts Center

Bernardo Bernardo – Director – The Romance of Magno Rubio –
Inside The Ford Theatre.
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LA Theater Review

LA Review: 'Charity: Part III
of a Mexican Trilogy'
By David C. Nichols | Posted May 16, 2012, 6:25 p.m.

In “Charity,” playwright-actor Evelina Fernández
raises her own considerable bar, elevating the
audience in the process. This third play in
Fernández’s epic trilogy about multiple generations
of a Mexican-American family—the others being the
still-unproduced “Faith” and the recently staged
“Hope”—is as poetic, imaginative, and culturally
accessible a work as anything since the commercial
emergence of Tony Kushner.

Set in Los Angeles circa 2005, the narrative uses
Pope John Paul II’s death as a thematic hook
—“Faith” and “Hope” similarly use FDR and JFK,

respectively—to set off the emotional complexities of the Garcia family. After a symbolic
establishing prologue, we meet Gina (Fernández), the nominal matriarch, who is watching the
papal funeral. Valentina (Esperanza America Ibarra, endearingly direct), her daughter, cannot
understand why a non-practicing Catholic family like theirs would care, even though she has to
agree that the pontiff was a handsome man.

Hovering upstairs is Nana (the astonishing Ofelia Medina), 115 and counting, a century-straddling
force of nature who refuses to die. Literally, as she communes in Spanish and English with the
spirits of Silvestre (Sal López), the priest who was the love of her life, and
Emiliano (Sam Golzari), the Garcia scion, whose death in Iraq has left his mother intractably
severe toward Nana, Valentina, and Rudy (Rudy Ramos), her no-less-bereaved husband.

Like the translation screens that frame François-Pierre Couture and Tesshi Nakagawa’s sleek, bi-
level set, “Charity” never goes quite where you think it will, bouncing from Gina’s bereavement
issues to the schism between the ancient traditions that Nana embodies and the Garcias’ more
disaffected modernity. Then sweet-spirited Juan Francisco (Jonathan William Cruz, a find), an
undocumented Mexican relative, shows up on the Garcias’ doorstep. To specify much more would
be to deny viewers the pleasures of discovery.

Director José Luis Valenzuela deploys an intriguing approach, alternating slow-motion movement
passages and highly charged, bilingual
dialogue back and forth between the two levels of the stage. Cameron Mock’s bisected lighting and
subtle videography are evocative, as are John Zalewski’s prismatic soundscape, musical director
Marcos Loya’s live accompaniment, and Carlos Brown’s costumes, and the cast is outstanding.

Medina, one of Mexico’s most acclaimed actors, is at once grand and subtle, ribald and ethereal,
as Nana, with delicious timing and mesmeric presence. Fernández underplays Gina, almost too
much so, except her restraint makes the eventual meltdown doubly touching, just as Ramos’ low-
key consistency as Rudy and Ibarra’s wryness as Valentina have unforeseen flashes of raw
potency. 
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READ ALSO:

LA Theater Review
'Neverwhere' Conjures a Dank,
Fantastical Netherworld

LA Theater Review
'The Beaux’ Stratagem' Makes
for a Merry Romp

Cruz makes a virtue of simplicity as Juan Francisco, especially in his guileless embrace of
American culture and the name “Frankie”; it’s an utterly correct portrayal. Geoffrey Rivas brings
his typical fizz to gay family friend Bobby; ditto Lucy Rodriguez as Betty, Gina’s opposite-number
sister, though the role could stand a tad more expansion. 

López, who also plays their Vietnam-damaged brother Johnny, and Golzari as the fallen son have
less action than atmosphere to convey, which they do with unhesitating finesse. That quality
permeates “Charity,” which, despite a few over-languid moments, has plenty to say and does so
beautifully.

Presented by the Latino Theater Company at the Los Angeles Theatre Center, 514 S. Spring St.,
L.A. May 11–June3. Thu.–Sat., 8 p.m.; Sun., 3 p.m. (866) 8114111 or www.thelatc.org. Casting by
Rosalinda Morales and Pauline O’con.
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It’s hard to twist and shout when you’re trained to duck and cover. In “Hope: Part II of a
Mexican Trilogy,” Evelina Fernández assembles a theatrical mix tape of a Latino family
facing the Cold War, domestic strife and the infectious sound of rock 'n’ roll circa 1962.
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Appealing performances mitigate the soapy story line, including Ibarra’s feisty Gina, Sam
Golzari’s comic turn as her tolerant boyfriend, and Ortelli’s bruised, private Elena, a woman
torn between duty and joy. With its bittersweet nostalgia, “Hope” should be a hit for the
Latino Theater Company. 

Comments 

Accompanied by an on-stage pianist, Ben Taylor, the Garcia clan sings, dances and
squabbles on Francois-Pierre Couture’s crisp, sherbet-shade house set. Mouthy Gina
(Esperanza America Ibarra) dominates younger sister Betty (Olivia Delgado) and brothers
Johnny (Keith McDonald) and sensitive Bobby (Dru Davis). Missing from the picture is
their father (Geoffrey Rivas), forever stepping out on his wife, Elena (Dyana Ortelli), who
turns to a devoted friend (Sal Lopez) for support.

Director José Luis Valenzuela makes strong use of his design team: Urbanie Lucero’s
smooth choreography to hits like “Please Mr. Postman," Cameron Mock’s moody lighting,
and Raquel Barreto’s costuming create a heightened style. The results are delicious
moments like Betty’s wide-eyed phone calls to JFK and Castro to stop the Cuban missile
crisis, or Davis crooning “Mister Sandman” as the family sits on their Phoenix lawn in
darkness, the electricity bill unpaid.

--Charlotte Stoudt

“Hope: Part II of A Mexican Trilogy” Los Angeles Theatre Center, 514 S. Spring St.,
Los Angeles. 8 p.m. Thursdays through Saturdays, 3 p.m. Sundays. Ends Nov. 20. $20-
$40. All seats $10 on Thursdays. Contact: (866) 811-4111 or www.thelatc.org
(http://www.thelatc.org) Running time: 2 hours, 5 minutes.

Photo: Esperanza America Ibarra, left, Olivia Delgado, Dyana Ortelli, Keith McDonald
and Dru Davis. Credit: Hector Cruz Sandoval.
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